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Information update

Industry urges Norway to respect EU regulation and follow EU science
Norwegian initiative to restrict the use of selected substances in consumer products sold in Norway.

On 10 July 2008, the Norwegian State Pollution Control Authority (SFT) published their
recommendation to the Norwegian Ministry of Environment (MoE) to restrict the use of selected
substances in consumer products sold in Norway. The proposal lists 10 substances
recommended for stricter regulation in Norway, and includes Bisphenol A (BPA).

However, downstream users and consumers can continue to use BPA-based products with
confidence for the following reasons:

» The proposal is in direct contradiction to the recently-published updated EU risk assessment
report on BPA (June 2008), which confirms the safety of BPA and BPA-based products in all
their intended uses. Norway, although a member of EFTA and not the EU, was party to the
EU risk assessment, which is based on best available science and has undergone scrutiny
by the highest scientific committees of the EU Member States.

» SFT has not demonstrated the necessity and proportionality of the proposed measures.

» The Norwegian MoE now needs to build its opinion on the proposal. Including BPA in any
future restriction in Norway poses significant legal questions, especially in view of the fact
that since June 2008, Norway has to act according to REACH regulations.

» The SFT proposal does not apply to all consumer products and contains a number of
exemptions for key consumer products (Scope of the SFT Proposal* see next page).

The PC/BPA-industry group of PlasticsEurope will urge the Norwegian MoE to delete BPA from
the list of substances proposed by the SFT and to respect existing regulation and existing
science. The new European Union (EU) risk assessment has concluded that BPA-based materials
such as polycarbonate or epoxy resins pose no risk when used as intended. Consumers can
continue to use BPA-based products with confidence.
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*Scope of the SFT proposal

The proposed restrictions do not apply to all consumer products and there are a number of key
exemptions. SFT suggests general exemptions from the proposed regulation for:

>

>
>
>

Food products, food packaging, fertiliser, tobacco and medical devices (as they are
regulated in other legislation)

Applications in the automotive industry (means of transport, rigidly mounted equipment to
means of transport, tyres and similar fittings)

Substances in electrical and electronics products (as far as they are already regulated
through RoHS)

Substances and products that are already regulated through harmonised EU legislation

Please find the English language release of SFT here:
http://www.sft.no/artikkel 42883.aspx?cid=29292

and the Norwegian release and related documents here:
http://www.sft.no/artikkel 42872.aspx?cid=35920

For further information please contact:

Jasmin Bird

Communications Manager

PC/BPA Group PlasticsEurope

Tel: +32 2 676 1738

Email: jasmin.bird@plasticseurope.org
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